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Biography:

Dr. Deb Walters received her formal education at Swarthmore College, Guilford College and the 
University of Birmingham (England) finishing with a Ph.D. in Neurocommunications.  As a cognitive 
scientist and professor, she has served as dean, provost and senior vice president at University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, University at Buffalo, and Unity College in Maine.  She is an American 
Council on Education Fellow, has published over 75 articles and book chapters, has received numerous
research grants, and has presented her research across the Americas, Europe, Africa and Asia.  

Deb grew up in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, and as an adult lived eight years in England, then 
in New York and North Carolina before moving to the Midcoast of Maine.

After over 30 years as a cognitive scientist and university vice president, Deb decided to retire early 
and live simply, spending very little money on herself and freeing up time and resources to follow her 
passions - to give back.

In 2002 Deborah Walters joined the Unity Rotary Club to provide both local and international service.  
In 2011-12 she served as District Governor for the 53 clubs in Maine and Quebec in District 7790.  She
has written and coordinated numerous Rotary Foundation grants to building schools, and water and 
sanitation systems and supporting education in Thailand and Guatemala.  Deb and her husband Chris 
Percival were awarded Paul Harris Fellow's for their service, and both are Rotary Benefactors as well 
as Major Donors.  The Unity Club selected her as Rotarian of the Year in 2006. 

Deb has served on the boards of numerous educational and community non-profit organizations, and 
shares her expertise through the Maine Association of Non-Profits and Board Source, the national 
association for non-profit boards. 

At a Rotary Leadership Institute Deb learned about Safe Passage, a Maine registered non-profit that 
assists the children of the families who live in the Guatemala City garbage dump community.  After 
volunteering in Guatemala she was asked to join other Rotarians on the Safe Passage Board of 
Directors, and served as President from 2009-2012.  She now travels regularly to the garbage dump 
community and leads service groups.   Deb has been inspired by the many successes of the families and
children participating in the Safe Passage programs, and has a passion for sharing their stories.

Deb is also passionate about canoeing and sea kayaking.  Through her decades of paddling, both 
leading groups on multi-week trips and on numerous solo kayaking expeditions, she has gained useful 
experience:

• Surviving a hurricane during a solo camping/kayaking trip along the Atlantic coast of Nova 
Scotia which blew in so fast most lobstermen lost their traps

• Calming her panicked group when a canoe was pinned overnight in rapids in the Yukon, and 
organizing a climb along a cliff face to set up the rope pulley system that extracted the canoe 
the next morning

• Hauling her loaded kayak over miles of sea ice when the wind closed the lead she was paddling 
through off the coast of Ellesmere Island

• Racing in front of storms, on a solo trip in the Beaufort Sea, to reach one of the few spots where
it was possible to safely land the kayak

• Paddling day and night, through calm and storm, to complete the 300 miles of the extreme 
adventure boat race, Everglades Challenge, and placing first in her class

• Surfing her kayak in for beach landings in the Sea of Cortez



• Taming her mind during six weeks of solo kayaking through the tundra to Hudson's Bay.

In July 2014, Deb will combine her passion for the children and families at Safe Passage with her 
passion for long distance paddling, by kayaking from her home in Maine to their home in Guatemala.  
For this Kayak For Safe Passage Kids solo kayaking expedition, she will paddle alone over 2,500 miles
over the course or a year.  The goal is to raise awareness and funds for education for the children at 
Safe Passage.  Along the route Deb will be stopping and sharing the stories of the grit and perseverance
of the children and families living in the Guatemala City garbage dump community.

Deborah Walters lives in Troy, Maine with her husband, Chris Percival.  She has two children 
(Thomas, a country doctor in upstate New York, and Anna, a photojournalist in Denver) and four 
grandchildren.  Her hobbies include knitting, watercolors and winter camping.

dr.deb.walters@gmail.com
131 Webster Cemetery Road, Troy, Maine 04987
207-948-3168,  cell 207-487-1234
www.K  ayakForSafePassageKids.org
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